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-Th MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

PERIOD FOR RFPI Y [check either a) or b)] 
a) ^ The period for reply expires 3.nnonths from the mailing date of the final rejection 

earned patent term adjustLnt SeeTcFRT704(b) "'"""^ °' "'"^'V -"^V 

!□ A Notice of Appeal was filed on . Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2. n The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

° L^rsToralSfnd/o?'"' ^""^ ^PP^^' -^"-9 - ^-P''fy-g the 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims 
NOTE: . 

3. n Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s)- 

car^eErt^ernXr cti:l — ""^^"^ ^ ^^^^"^ 

"° ?p;So^!?froJdSS ^rSR:^:^'::^''"''''''" ^'-^ 

7.13 For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)^ will not be entered or b)ISI will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below o7append^d 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

' Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 5. 



Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



8. n The proposed drawing correction filed on _ 

9. n Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 

10. ^ Other: See attachment. 



is a)D approved or b)^ disapproved b^he Examiner. 
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Application/Control Number; 09/816,054 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1746 

Attachment to Advisory Action: 

The applicant argued that claim 5 is patentable over Yano et al in view of 
Hodsden et al, whether taken alone or in combination. Specifically, Claim 5 recites the 
steps of (i) branching of step of portion of water flow, which circulates through a rinsing 
water circuit associated with each of the washer units, off in form of a bypass stream; (ii) 
and feed the by pass stream to a washer unit located immediately upstream of a 
respective washer for additionally rinsing the metal strip in the immediately upstream 
washer unit with a rinsing water containing a smaller concentration of foreign additives 
than a rinsing water with which the metal strip is first treated in the immediately 
upstream washer unit. Yano et al do not disclose dividing a single bypass stream at an 
end of a preceding washer unit in two streams. 

These argument are not persuasive because Yano et al disclose pumping liquid 
from tank 4 through pump 9 to nozzles 42 and 42' over tank 3. This bypass stream is 
divided in two streams 42 and 42'. This is the same process as claimed herein and 
disclosed in the specification on page 7 through page 8, wherein it is disclose that "a 
bypass stream portion is fed from the washer unit n+1 to washer unit n. At the end of 
each bypass conduit 1 0, there is provided a nozzle arrangement 1 1 which includes 
upper and lower blast pipes 1 1 a, 1 1 b located above the strip 4". 

Applicant's arguments filed July 31 , 2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
^''^"'^he exammer should be directed to Saeed T Chaudhry whose telephone 
number /s 703-308-3319. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 00 to 4 30 



' Application/Control Number: 09/816,054 
Art Unit: 1746 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Randy Gulakowski can be reached on 703-308-4333. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-872-9484 for regular communications and 703-305-7719 for After 
Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-308-0651. 
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Saeed T. Chaudhry 
August 12, 2003 



